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Dear Friends, 

It is my pleasure to present the 2016 Annual Report of the Fayette County Domestic Violence Prevention 
Board (DVPB). I am excited to share our accomplishments for 2016, and hope you find this report useful 
and informative.

I would like to take a moment to reflect on a major change for the Board. In December 2015 we said 
good-bye to DVPB’s long-time and only previous Director, Teri Faragher. Teri continues to provide 
wonderful mentorship to many of us in the community.  Her leadership and guidance affords the DVPB a 
tremendous foundation of past accomplishments. While stepping into her vacancy has not been without its 
challenges, it has been an honor. 

Throughout 2016 the Board continues to build on our positive momentum, deepening our impact and 
expanding our reach into the community. Through projects such as the new Safe Measures program, we 
provided funds for survivors of domestic violence or sexual assault with needed safety enhancements (lock 
changes, alarms, etc.) so they can remain safely in their homes. We’ve expanded community outreach and 
awareness through social media platforms. And we increased the visibility of Domestic Violence Prevention 
Month in October through an increase in event programming and community outreach. 

The DVPB could not accomplish these goals without the dedication of our committed, passionate 
members, agencies, and community partners. Thank you for your partnership in embracing a vision of our 
community as a place where victims are safe, offenders are held accountable, and violence is unacceptable. 

I look forward to working with the Board to advance our purpose in even greater and more impactful ways.

Warm regards,
Stephanie Theakston, MSW
Domestic Violence Prevention Program Coordinator 
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OUR MISSION

To promote safe 
and healthy 

individuals and 
families through 

the prevention of 
interpersonal and 
family violence.

The Domestic Violence Prevention Board represents a coordinated collaborative effort among Fayette County 
agencies to address domestic violence in our community. 

When referring to domestic violence, our focus encompasses:
	 •	Child	abuse,	neglect,	and	exploitation
	 •	Dating	and	intimate	partner	violence
	 •	Abuse	of	vulnerable	adults
	 •	Sexual	abuse	and	exploitation
	 •	Human	trafficking
	 •	And	any	other	area	of	human	abuse	and	exploitation	that	may	be	identified	as	a	problem	by	the	board

When discussing violence, we include physical and sexual violence, as well as threats, financial exploitation, 
psychological abuse, coercive control, and other abusive tactics.

ABOUT OUR WORK

Coordinated Community Response
Domestic violence is too complex an issue for any one 
organization or system to address. The solution lies within 
the community as a whole.  

We firmly believe we are more effective working together 
to prevent, identify, and respond to domestic violence. As 
a result, we provide a cohesive community response for 
victims.

During Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the DVPB 
adopted the slogan “Educate, Support, Prevent” to 
represent our strategic approach to stopping domestic 
violence. 

Throughout the year, committee members have worked 
to advance our goals in Fayette County. What follows are 
some examples of ways we have increased awareness and 
understanding of domestic violence dynamics, identified 
gaps in services and systems, initiated new programs to 
fill those gaps, and facilitated the sharing of expertise and 
resources among professionals. 
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The DVPB works to educate ourselves and others on best practice response to domestic violence and strengthen 
the community’s response. Through trainings and awareness events, we equip the community to engage in the 
collective response to intervention and prevention. In 2016:

•	The	Partner	Abuse	Committee	developed	an	insert	for	the	Fayette	County	Domestic	Violence	Resource	Guide	
to provide information to victims of dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking, about the newly instituted 
Interpersonal Protective Orders for which they are eligible and how to obtain such an order.

•	The	DVPB	engaged	community	members	and	distributed	resources	during	Domestic	Violence	Awareness	
Month at popular local businesses and events such the Night Market and North Lime Coffee and Donuts, who 
developed a special customized product in support of our mission.

•	The	DVPB	collaborated	with	University	of	Kentucky	campus	cinema	program	to	screen	“It	Happened	Here”	
an award-winning documentary focused on college campus responses to sexual assault.

•	The	DVPB	Coordinator	provided	three	trainings	to	Court	Appointed	Special	Advocate	(CASA)	volunteers		
about domestic violence dynamics and the intersection of child abuse. The DVPB Coordinator also presented 
two trainings (along with Diane Fleet) to Community Action Council staff about recognizing and responding 
to domestic violence, and one training for the LFUCG Department of Social Services staff on the dynamics 
of domestic violence, its effects on children, their obligations as social service providers, and protective order 
procedures.

•	The	DVPB	Coordinator	presented	at	the	“What	Works	in	Child	Welfare”	conference	in	Lexington	in	May	on	
the role and importance of supervised visitation services in cases of domestic violence. The DVPB Coordinator 
also presented information to Fayette County Public Schools Guidance Counselors on the new dating violence 
law and the Interpersonal Protective Orders now available to victims of dating violence. 

•	The	DVBP	Coordinator	presented	to	LFUCG	City	Council	about	the	purpose	of	the	Board,	the	history	of	its	
success, and the extent of documented domestic violence in the community.

•	The	DVPB	Coordinator	disseminated	information	regarding	legislative	proposals	to	the	2016	KY	General	
Assembly relating to child abuse, domestic violence, human trafficking, and sexual assault through weekly email 
updates.

•	The	DVPB	Coordinator	created	a	social	media	campaign	on	Facebook	and	Twitter	to	share	information	about	
domestic violence and reach an expanded audience. In the period of three months, social media traffic increased 
by 248%. 

EDUCATE
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The DVPB works to create better supports and services available to families impacted by domestic violence in 
our community and to support those individuals and agencies working to prevent domestic violence. In 2016:

•	The	Partner	Abuse	Committee	created	the	Safe	Measures	program	to	increase	safety	and	autonomy	for	victims	
of domestic violence and sexual assault by providing funds to those who wish to remain in their current homes 
but need safety enhancements, such as locks and alarms, in order to remain there safely.

•	The	DVPB	revised	and	updated	the	Fayette	County	Domestic	Violence	Resource	List	and	list	of	support	
groups for victims of intimate partner violence in an effort to make services more accessible.

•	The	Safe	Havens	Consulting	Committee	(ad	hoc)	met	multiple	times	to	identify	gaps	in	the	current	systems	
responding to domestic violence and brainstormed solutions, which include a strategic victim safety planning 
project and an offender accountability program in civil court.

•	The	DVPB	Coordinator	began	writing	a	proposal	for	the	OVW	Justice	for	Families	grant	intended	to	fund	the	
projects proposed during the brainstorming session and provide safe supervised child visitations and exchanges in 
domestic violence cases in a manner consistent with Safe Havens Guiding Principles through Sunflower Kids.

•	The	DVPB	hosted	Wear	Purple	Day	and	had	many	people	participate	through	social	media,	had	the	Helix	
garage and buildings on UK’s campus lit up in purple, and designed and hung banners along Vine Street during 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month to show support for victims and those who have dedicated their lives to 
victim safety.

•	The	Stand	Up	for	Youth	(SUFY)	coalition,	comprised	of	members	of	the	Child	Abuse	Committee	and	
community partners, hosted its 3rd Annual Appreciation Breakfast during Child Abuse Prevention Month and 
honored those working in the field of child welfare.

•	The	DVPB	Coordinator	assisted	with	the	management	of	Sunflower	Kids	when	the	agency	was	without	an	
Executive Director and continues as the Program Administrator for the Safe Havens Project.

SUPPORT

THE DVPB STRIVES TO SUPPORT 

VICTIM SAFETY 

AND OFFENDER 
ACCOUNTABILITY
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The DVPB works to prevent further violence by promoting positive changes the systemic and community 
response to violence.

•	The	DVPB	met	quarterly	to	facilitate	an	effective	collaborative	coordinated	response	to	meet	the	needs	of	
domestic violence victims and their children.

•	The	DVPB	fostered	conversations	about	the	release	of	domestic	violence	offenders	and	discussed	ways	in	
which the justice system can assist in enhancing victim safety.

•	The	Child	Abuse	Committee	distributed	Summer	Safety	Tips	that	included	advice	from	the	Fayette	County	
Coroner on how to increase safety for children and families. 

•	The	Child	Abuse	Committee	relaunched	its	bi-annual	conference,	Fayette	County	Child	Abuse	Prevention:	A	
Cooperative Approach. The conference hosted more than 120 public school workers, child protection workers, 
and police officers in an effort to foster interagency collaboration, to discuss role clarification and how each 
relates to the overall system. The conference also featured discussions on human trafficking in our community, 
and internet safety tips for children and youth.

•	The	Fatality/Near	Fatality	Review	Team,	chaired	by	Judge	Lucinda	Masterton,	conducted	a	review	of	two	
cases of domestic violence fatality/near fatality in an effort to determine indicators that may prompt early 
identification and intervention in future cases to prevent more domestic violence homicides .

•	After	a	period	of	inactivity,	the	Vulnerable	Adult	Committee	reconvened	and	identified	unmet	safety	needs	
of vulnerable adults in our community by conducting a brainstorming and a survey of service providers. The 
need for safe, appropriate, emergency shelter arose again and again as a top action item, and the committee has 
begun exploring options for this and reducing potential for additional victimization.

•	The	DVPB	and	staff	from	the	Department	of	Community	Based	Services	created	a	collaborative	working	
group to discuss and improve the intersection of child abuse and domestic violence responses and protections.

PREVENT

THE YEAR AHEAD - 2017

• Increasing partnerships with the LGBTQ community in our response to domestic violence and 
sexual assault.

• Developing a workplace campaign to support victim safety and employment protections.

• Expanding the number of trainings and presentations given at local and state levels.

• Growing the number of community partners and businesses involved in the participation of 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

• Increasing social media outreach through regular content updates on multiple platforms. 
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