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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The Addressing Guide is intended to provide a reference to the standards and procedures which are 

utilized to assign and/or change addresses within Fayette County and is specifically oriented for use by 

the Public Safety community. The guide is a compilation of existing rules, regulations (reference 

Ordinance 17-2 through 17-4), and procedures that have been established over many years. It is drawn 

from numerous Divisions within the Urban County Government as well as external organizations. The 

common element among all is sharing an inherent interest in being able to reliably and expeditiously 

identify and locate places where people live and work.  

 

An address should uniquely identify a place in the context of a geographic reference. In a broad sense, a 

location can be somewhere within the Commonwealth of Kentucky, more precisely, in Fayette County 

which is located in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. An address can expand on a general location by 

specifically identifying a place along a roadway or easement which determines access. More refinement 

is obtained by naming roadways and then logically ordering and consistently numbering individual 

structures, places or things as the roadway is traversed. In some cases, it may be necessary to further 

subdivide individual structures by applying individual unit numbers. This guide, therefore, 

acknowledges a standard for all addresses which consists of a number part, and a street name. 

Additionally, an address may include a directional indicator, a street type, and/or a unit designation but 

regardless the address is based on how the structure is accessed and not on frontage. 

 

One measurement of how well emergency services are provided is the efficacy by which a location, be it 

a place or a structure, can be identified. The ultimate goal of addressing in the Public Safety realm is to 

establish and maintain an inventory of unique addresses. Addresses are needed for any location where 

emergency services may need to be dispatched. Additionally, wireless communications require the 

establishment of more and better addresses because location becomes problematic when the signaling 

device is mobile.       
 

  

 Figures: 

  

Fig. 1 Number Origin At Main And Limestone 

 Fig. 2 North/South Limestone and East/West Main Street 

 Fig. 3 Even and Odd Sides 

 Fig. 4 Lyman Numbering Downtown 

 Fig. 5 Lyman Numbering Fayette County 
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Assigned numbering of property records in Fayette County originates from the intersection of East/West Main Street and North/South 

Limestone in downtown Lexington.      

 

 
Fig. 1 Number Origin At Main And Limestone 
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Those properties accessed from Main Street, its extensions, and all thoroughfares which parallel it are numbered east and west 

respectively from the origin. Similarly, those properties accessed from Limestone, its extensions, and all thoroughfares which 

parallel it are numbered north and south from the origin. 

 

 

 
 

 

Fig. 2 North/South Limestone and East/West Main Street 
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Even numbers are assigned to the south and east sides of the street and odd numbers are assigned to the north and west sides. 

 

 

 
 

 

Fig. 3 Even and Odd Sides 
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Number ranges for streets are loosely based on the Lyman Uniform Street Numbering System as illustrated below. Numbers 

increase with respect to the origin as distance increases and are assigned sequentially leaving sufficient gaps to accommodate 

changes or additions. 

 

 

 
 

 

Fig. 4 Lyman Numbering Downtown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

 
 

 

Fig. 5 Lyman Numbering Fayette County 
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II. TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

 

Access ï Describes how to get to a location which in turn defines how that place or location is addressed. 

 

Accessory Building ï Incidental structures such as garages, storage sheds or similar structures where the primary or major activity 

on a property does not take place. 

 

Address ï A unique identification of a location which may consist of a number, direction, street name, street type, and a unit. 

 

Address Assignment ï Refers to the issuance of an address which does not require the involvement of either the Lexington City 

Council or the PVA Office. Examples include written notification from the Addressing Office, creation via plat and/or 

development plan, issuance of suites or apartment numbers, etc. 

 

Address Change ï Refers to the legal process by which property records, as recorded at the Property Valuation  

Administratorôs Office, are changed to reflect a new or updated address. 

 

Building Number ï The number, letter, or other designation assigned to a structure or multiple structures on a parcel or parcels of 

land. In cases where building numbers are utilized, there may be multiple street addresses and multiple building numbers, 

however neither will be duplicated.   

 

Development Plan- Written and graphic materials for a development which may include location of structures, intensity of use, 

density of development, streets, ways, parking facilities, signs, drainage, access, screening, utilities, existing manmade and natural 

conditions and all other conditions agreed to by the applicant. 

 

Named Easement- An intended thoroughfare for emergency vehicles to access a location. 

 

PVA ï Property Valuation Administrator - The PVA office is the State organization which administers property taxes, maintains 

ownership data, tax maps, and building characteristics. 

 

Plat ï a graphic document portraying officially recorded features such as property lines, right of ways, easements, etc. 

 

Principal Building- A structure such as an office building, apartment building, retail structure or other similar structure where the 

primary or major activity on the property takes place.  

 

Private Access Easement- The private right of a land owner to ingress and egress to his property over the adjoining property of 

another for the purpose of accessing the public right-of-way. 

 

Property Number ï The number or numbers assigned to a parcel of land according to the access from a named easement. This is 

the number recorded at the PVA office for purposes of tax collection. 

 

Retired Streets ï Street names that are unavailable for use because they have been previously used. To avoid confusion, the 

general policy is to not assign a new address that was previously used as anotherôs address at another location. 

 

Roadname ï A concatenation of a street directional, street name, and street type. 

 

Structure Number ï The number or numbers assigned to a structure on a parcel of land. Preferably, but not necessarily, the 

structure number and the property will be the same.  
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III.  ADDRESSES 

 

A.  Numbers 

  

General Considerations for Numbers 

 

* At the minimum, all addresses will require a structure or property number as well as a street name. 

If only one structure exists on a parcel, then the structure number should be the same as the property number. 

 

* Only whole numbers can be assigned and the numbers must be greater than 0 (Preferably greater than 100) and less than or 

equal to 9999. (Address numbers are not to be written in longhand, ex. One Twenty Five) 

 

        * Address numbers should generally start with x01 on the odd side of the street and x00 on the even side of the street.   

 

* Additional information or designations such as ñAò or ñBò or ñ1/4ò or ñ1/2ò are not valid parts of an address number. Such 

designations may be found in legacy addresses as units, but are not consistent with the current addressing standard and should be 

changed when they become problematic. 

 

* Odd numbers are generally assigned to those properties or structures which are north or west and even numbers are assigned to 

the south and east sides of streets (see Fig. 6). 

 

* Sequence is maintained from side to side and values increase as a function of distance from the origin (see Fig 6). Errors in 

sequence are inconsistent with the current addressing standards and should be changed as they are encountered. 

 

* Numbers assigned to properties or structures will coincide with existing ranges that are associated with the named roadway or 

easement. For example, it would not be permissible to assign 105 Some St to the section of Some St which contains the 2000-

2999 address range. Additionally, cases where the range of addresses are incompatible from side to side (100ôs on the left side 

and 300ôs on the right) are inconsistent with the current addressing standard and should be changed as encountered. 

 

* As a precaution, duplication of numbers is not allowed on the East and West sections of New Circle Road. For example, if there 

is a 126 E New Circle Road, then there cannot be a 126 W New Circle Rd because people often do not know which section of 

New Circle Road they are on.   

 

* It is recommended to notify and/or verify addresses located near the county line with the 911 Coordinator of the applicable 

adjacent county. For example, all newly created numbers on Athens Boonesboro Rd must be verified with Clark County 911. 

Fayette and Clark County address ranges overlap ï a number for Athens Boonesboro Rd within Fayette County may not be 

duplicated in Clark County. 
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Property Numbers - PVA 

A property number will be assigned according to the propertyôs frontage on a named easement. Where frontage exists on several 

easements, a number will be assigned to each frontage with a named easement. Corner lots, for example, may be assigned 2 

numbers, one for each frontage on a named easement. In those cases where only one structure exists on a parcel and a range of 

addresses has been assigned to the parcel, the range should be removed and the remaining number shall be assigned to the 

structure. In those cases where an occupant (either residential or commercial) is using an address other than that assigned by the 

PVA record, it is acceptable to change the property record (PVA Record) to match what is being used if the address is 

appropriate. 

 

Structure Numbers 

Structure numbers are assigned to a building according to its access from a particular named roadway or easement, however 

special consideration maybe give to corner lot address assignments on a case by case basis .  Where multiple access points exist, 

the assigned number will be from the street range tied to the closest named roadway.  However, it may not be practical to assign 

numbers based on the closest named roadway in cases where emergency vehicle access could be limited and, thus, creates a 

negative impact on response time.  Such examples would be numbering off of an alley or numbering off of a property where 

access is obstructed.  

 

Building Numbers 

The preferred method for addressing multiple structures on a single parcel is to assign unique individual addresses to each 

structure. When insufficient numbers exist or other reasons prohibit it (numbers are not clearly visible from the named easement, 

for example), it may be necessary to assign unique individual building numbers to each structure maintaining one unique street 

address. This happens in rural areas where many structures are found on a single parcel of land. Generally, the buildings are 

numbered sequentially 1, 2,3,4,5, etc, as they are encountered, not necessarily beginning with building number  

 

 The starting point should be the structure closest to the access point which defines the parcel address. It may be prudent to skip 

some numbers or leave space for new structures that do not exist so that there will be a number available for potential future 

development. If the access is unnamed, then the buildings are to be numbered in the order in which they are encountered.   

*Signage requirements apply. 

 

Multi Unit Numbers 

If a multi-unit structure possesses a single entry point, then one number is assigned to the building and a unit number is assigned 

to each unit. If individual addresses are assigned (individual entry points) then one of the units gets the address assigned as the 

PVA address (property number) and the other unit numbers are increased by 2. 

*Signage requirements apply. 
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Figures - Examples Of How Numbers Are Used: 

 

Fig. 6 Residential Numbering 

  Direction 

  Sequence 

  Interval 

 

Fig. 7 One Address Numbered Buildings 

  Rural Numbering 

  Order of Numbering 

  Intervals  

 

Fig. 8  Private Drive with Addresses 

  Rural Numbering 

  Order of Numbering 

  Intervals 

 

Fig. 9  Numbering Consistency ï Street To Street 

  Block Ranges  

 

Fig. 10 Numbering Consistency ï County Wide ï Lyman Numbering 

 

Fig. 11  Street Ranges and Addresses 

 

Fig. 12 Duplicated Street Name 
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Fig. 6: Some Street  

 

 

The figure above illustrates several points. Some Street runs north-south and the odd numbers are assigned to the west side and 

the even numbers are assigned to the east side. Notice that the numbers maintain sequence from north to south and that, generally, 

the numbers are assigned by 4ôs (140, 144, 148, etc). Not only is the proper sequence maintained, but the even numbered 

residences are generally one less than the odd number directly opposite them.  This should be the case when lot sizes are fairly 

equal from side to side and when the street runs fairly straight without significant turns. Notice that the parcels numbered 133 to 

149 on the west side are essentially similar in size to parcels numbered 132 to 144 on the east side of Some Street. However, 

where there are 3 parcels numbered 153, 157, and 165 on the west side, there are 4 parcels numbered 152, 156, 160, and 164 on 

the east side. To accommodate the difference in lot sizes, instead of assigning 153, 157, 161 and 165, as would usually be the 

case, it was necessary to skip 161 all together. In this manner, 164 Some Street is located directly opposite 165 Some Street as 

desired.     
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Fig. 7: One Address, Numbered Buildings 

 

 

The figure above illustrates the use of a single street address, 9999 Some St, and numbering of individual structures common to a 

single parcel of land. When there is a single access point to the property, the option is given to the owner to either retain a single 

address or name the drive (private) and assign unique addresses based on the name. With a single street address, the buildings are 

numbered in the order in which they are encountered, but large gaps may exist in the sequence of the numbers. In this case, it is 

understood that additional buildings could potentially be erected in the future and that numbers are essentially reserved to 

accommodate growth. Because this drive is not named and a street sign is not to be installed, it is required that the address be 

conspicuously posted at the entry point to be clearly visible from the named public street. 

 

*Signage requirements apply. 
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Fig. 8: Private Drive with Addresses 

 

 

Another option when there is one access point is to name the private drive on the property and assign addresses as required from 

the named drive. In the example above, the drive is named Farm Lane and structure numbers are assigned to a barn as well as a 

residence. The assigned numbers are even (structures are considered to be on the south side of the road) and sufficient space is left 

between the numbers to allow for more structures in the future. The assigned numbers are required to be displayed on the 

structure and large enough to be clearly visible form the named drive. Alternatively, signage may be installed at the intersection 

of long driveways or in cases where the structure is not visible (trees, fences, etc.) from the named drive.  

 

*Signage requirements apply. 
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Fig. 9: Numbering Consistency 

 

 

Note that the numbers assigned to the newly created Farm Lane above are in the same block range as the next closest ñSome 

Other Stò. In other words, turning off of ñPublic: Some Streetò will put you in the same address range whether you are on Farm 

Lane or ñSome Other Stò. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


