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Case No. 05450255-E                                                       Attachment 7 

 
255 Delmar Avenue                                               Jessica Houck, Applicant 
Bell Court Historic District     
 
Scope of Work 
Replace windows, replace doors and   
 
Background 
 
The recent owners of this two-story bungalow have been renovating the structure The Kentucky 
Historic Survey form notes that structures were built between 1916-1928 with this structure described 
as “longer” bungalow.    
 
 At this time, the applicant is requesting that the Board of Architectural Review grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to conduct the following work. 
 

1. Replace the front historic wood double hung windows with new single hung aluminum clad 
windows having 3/1 muntins between glass. The top sash is also smaller than the bottom sash. 

2. Replace the front entry door. The current front entry door consist of two leaf multi-pane doors. 
The applicant would like to install a more craftsman style door with sidelight insets of fibre 
glass.  

3. Reinforce rear masonry opening around a window. 
4. Replace historic wood window with a new 3/1 sandwiched between glass og GBG (Grilles 

between glass) aluminum windows. 
 
Staff stopped by the project after the windows had already been replaced but was able to talk with the 
mason regarding the work to the rear of the structure. Staff reviewed their work and the type of mortar 
being used to reinforce the rear wall.  
 
In addition, the applicants asked to replace the existing from doors. Presently, they are multi-pane 
wood doors with a glass storm door. Previously, staff discussed with the former owners issue and 
problems they were having with the doors. After meeting the owners on site and investing the door 
opening and surrounds, it appears these doors are not the original openings. Staff was able to talk with 
the former owners and she indicated that several windows and doors were replaced by the owner prior 
to their ownership which was pre Historic Overlay. In addition, she noted that the animals had 
scratched up the front and backs along with much of the wood work. The new property owner also 
noted that the front windows were damaged as well.  
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Guidelines 
 

I. GUIDELINES FOR REHABILITATION AND RENOVATION 
 
7.   Doors 

DESIGN PRINCIPLE: As points of entry, doors and door surrounds are important features in defining the 
style and character of a building. Significant doors should be preserved and maintained and significant 
features should be repaired rather than replaced.    

Doors: 
(I.7.)A. and/or their surrounds, sidelights, transoms, and detailing should not be removed or altered 

if significant to the building. Original framing such as jamb, sill, and headers of openings 
should be retained/maintained. 

 B.  that cannot be repaired or that are missing may be replaced. Replacement doors should match 
the historic door in materials and size, and should be appropriate for the style and period of 
the building. They should have the same series of panels and have a frame of the same 
dimensions. Door replacement should be based on documented research and/or historic 
photographs. Neighboring buildings of the same style and similar date of construction may 
provide guidance for identifying appropriate doors. In replacing missing original doors, 
replacement doors should be similar in design to the original in style, materials, glazing (glass 
area) and lights (pane configuration). 

 C. and door units that are standard may be permitted with no more than a 1” width and height 
variance from historic openings. 

 D. openings should not be enclosed or partially blocked. If infilling is allowed by the BOAR, 
infill materials shall be compatible with the building and shall be placed 2” to 6” back from 
the building face. 

 E. installing new door openings is not recommended. New openings, when permitted, shall be 
compatible in scale, size, proportion, placement, and style to historic openings. New openings 
should be located on side or rear elevations rather than the main façade.  

 
24.  WINDOWS   

DESIGN PRINCIPLE: Window openings, windows, window details, and the size and shape of these elements 
help establish rhythm, scale and proportion of buildings and reflect architectural style and character. 
Windows should be maintained or repaired to match the original design. If windows are deteriorated beyond 
repair, the installation of new wood windows to match the original designs is recommended. Windows of 
baked enamel or anodized aluminum clad may be considered only if original windows cannot be repaired. 
Vinyl or vinyl clad windows are not allowed. Original window openings should not be covered or concealed. 
They should also not be partially enclosed for the installation of smaller windows. New window openings 
should not be added on the fronts of buildings and are discouraged but may be acceptable at the rear or 
sides.  

Windows:  
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A should be preserved and maintained in their original location, size and design and with their 
original materials and numbers of panes. Original framing of the openings should be retained 
and maintained. 

B should be repaired rather than replaced. If the review process determines that replacement is 
necessary due to severe deterioration, the replacement should be in-kind to match the 
originals in size, material and design. The installation of new wood windows to match the 
original design is recommended. The installation of baked enamel or anodized aluminum 
clad windows (not totally of aluminum construction) may be considered. If aluminum clad 
windows are applied, they should match historic wood windows as closely as possible in 
their dimensions, profile, depth of muntins and surrounding trim. Vinyl or vinyl clad 
windows are not allowed. 

C If replacements are allowed by the review process, they can be of wood, baked enamel or 
anodized aluminum clad insulated glass system. Window replacements shall closely match 
appropriate period wood stiles, rails, and/or muntin profiles. An insulated divided light 
window shall have an adhered muntin of wood or aluminum with dark, non-metallic spacer 
bars. The muntin system should not have muntin bars greater than 7/8” wide.       

D should not have snap-on, interior or flush muntins. These muntins are much thinner in profile 
than the muntins on historic windows and don't provide the opening with the appearance of 
a historic window.   

 
Findings 
 
The proposal to approve the new windows is not within the LFUCG Design Guidelines nor 
appropriate for this structure or site.  Typically, staff reviews the windows prior to replacement to 
determine if they are a candidate for replacement; however; staff was not able to review the windows 
most recently because they were already replaced without a COA permit. The LFUCG DESIGN 
Guides are very specific when they state, “Windows should be repaired rather than replaced. If the 
review process determines that replacement is necessary due to severe deterioration, the replacement 
should be in-kind to match the originals in size, material and design. The installation of new wood 
windows to match the original design is recommended. The installation of baked enamel or anodized 
aluminum clad windows (not totally of aluminum construction) may be considered. If aluminum 
clad windows are applied, they should match historic wood windows as closely as possible in their 
dimensions, profile, depth of muntins and surrounding trim. Vinyl or vinyl clad windows are not 
allowed” and “Windows should not have snap-on, interior or flush muntins. These muntins are much 
thinner in profile than the muntins on historic windows and don't provide the opening with the 
appearance of a historic window.”  The windows that have installed have muntins sandwiched 
between glass in lieu of  1/1 and the windows do not match the profile of what was there due to have 
a different size in the top and bottom sashes.   
 
In addition, it is not appropriate to remove the historic brick mould.  Guidelines I. (I.1. A and B)     
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 “shall be maintained/retained and shall not be removed or changed if original to the building. 
should be repaired rather than replaced.” And “The brick mould should be restored either with the original 
fabric or with a new milled brick mould that matches the existing fabric.”  
 
In addition, the proposal to replace the doors and proposed design submitted could be considered. It 
is known that these doors are not original doors and the doors chose by the applicant are similar to 
and in keeping with the Historic Bell Court Historic District.  However, staff finds that the door should 
be in kind replacement in terms of material. The proposed doors are fiberglass in lieu of wood.  
Guideline 1.7.B. “that cannot be repaired or that are missing may be replaced. Replacement doors 
should match the historic door in materials and size, and should be appropriate for the style and 
period of the building. They should have the same series of panels and have a frame of the same 
dimensions. Door replacement should be based on documented research and/or historic photographs. 
Neighboring buildings of the same style and similar date of construction may provide guidance for 
identifying appropriate doors. In replacing missing original doors, replacement doors should be 
similar in design to the original in style, materials, glazing (glass area) and lights (pane 
configuration).” 
 
Recommendations 
 
Staff recommends disapproval of the replacement windows as installed 
 
Staff recommends approval of the replacement of the front and back doors with a design and 
materials that meet the Guidelines.    
 
Deadline for BOAR Action 
 
 March 24, 2021 
 
 
  


