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170 Old Park Avenue                                    Russel Rechenbach, Owner/Applicant    
Aylesford Historic District                                                                                             
 
Scope of Work 
 
Construct side porch.          
 
Background 
 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a wood porch on the 
north side of the structure.  The porch will be constructed at an existing door, concrete landing 
and steps.  It is proposed to be approximately eight feet square with steps down to grade on the 
east side of the porch.  The porch will have wood railings and wood lattice skirting.  
 
Guidelines 
 
II. Guidelines for New Construction 

A. Guidelines for Additions to Buildings 

1.   Decks/Patio/Verandas/Balconies   

DESIGN PRINCIPLE: Decks and patios or verandas are non-original additions to historic buildings and 
should be designed to be as compatible as possible. When building a new deck or patio it should be placed at 
the rear or side elevations. Decks and patios are not appropriate for placement on primary elevations. Second 
story balconies may also be added, but are limited to rear elevations and should be as unobtrusive as possible. 

Decks/Patios/Verandas/Balconies:  
(II.A. 1.A) A.  should be located at the rear of buildings.  
 B.  should be stained or painted to achieve a finished appearance. (Note: treated lumber should 

season for an adequate time prior to applying finish.) 
C.        should be simple rather than ornate in design. It is recommended that wood  

 decks have square wood balusters set no more than three inches apart. Balusters should be 
no more than 2" in width and depth. 

D.        railings should continue the line and spacing of existing balustrades.  
E.          second story decks and balconies should not be built on primary elevations,  
 but may be appropriate on rear elevations.  
F.  Handrails/balustrades of vinyl or composite material are not permitted.   
G.          should be appropriately scaled and not overwhelm the historic structure and site.  
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Guidelines Cont’d 
 
 3.  Porches 

Design Principle: Porches are often prominent features of a building and help establish scale, proportion, 
and rhythm along streetscapes. Construction of a porch on an existing building should be compatible in 
scale and materials with the principal structure and with adjacent and surrounding buildings and the district. 
Porches should be in keeping with the principal structure’s architectural style and not reflect an earlier 
period style.  

Porches:  
A. should be compatible in scale and materials with the principal structure and surrounding 

buildings along the block and within the district. 
B. should be compatible with the principal structure’s architectural style, and not be of an 

earlier architectural period.  
C. that give a building an “imitation historic” appearance are not allowed.  
D. railings and balustrades should be of wood or metal. No vinyl or composite materials are 

permitted.  

 

Findings 
 
The staff finds that the proposal to construct a new side porch meets the Guidelines as stated in 
II.A.1.A it is “located at the rear of building.” And is “simple rather than ornate in design” per II.A.1.C.  
The proposal meets II.A.3.A. which states porches “should be compatible in scale and materials with the 
principal structure and surrounding buildings along the block and within the district.” 
 
Recommendations 
 
Staff recommends the approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness to construct the proposed 
porch with the following conditions: 
 

1. Provide final stair and railing details to staff for review and approval prior to the issuance 
of a COA. 

2. If any changes are made that alter the information submitted, resubmit the changes to staff 
for review and approval prior to the start of the work. 

3. Once reviewed by other LFUCG Divisions, resubmit any changes to staff or Board for 
review and approval prior to the start of work. 

 
Deadline for Board Action 
July 3, 2018 


