
Hello Friends of the 2nd District, 

Since my appointment to Council by the Mayor in May, this will be my second 
Newsletter published to my Council webpage. If you missed it, my first newslet-
ter was posted in July and can be found on my webpage along with my second 
issue for October and future newsletters.  

My task has not deviated. I’ve been busy familiarizing myself with the District. 
Meeting and talking with neighborhood leaders and the residents of the 2nd Dis-
trict. I will continue building relationships with community leaders, meeting with 
neighborhood associations, homeowner associations, advisory boards, busi-
nesses and non-profit organizations. Taking every opportunity to get to know 
one another by listening to their needs and the needs of our community.   

The 2nd District is one of the largest and most diverse Council districts. Geo-
graphically, it extends from West High Street to Jefferson Street, including Man-
chester Street, Leestown, Georgetown Street, Citation, Newtown & West Short, 
2nd, 3rd and 4th streets. 

Some of the neighborhoods located in the 2nd District include the Historic West-
ern Suburban, Marehaven, Griffin Gate, Meadowthorpe, Masterston Station, 
Coventry, McConnell Trace, Glens at Greendale, St. Martins Village, Townley 
Park, Coldstream Station, Highlands, Speigle Heights and Belmont Farms, to 
name just a few. I’ve met with most neighbors and HOA’s, who have held meet-
ings since my appointment and look forward to meeting others in the near future. 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to my office when scheduling your neighbor-
hood or HOA meeting. I welcome the opportunity to visit as many as my sched-
ule will permit each month. I realize there are a few neighborhoods, who may 
need help getting re-started or re-organized again. I want those residents to 
reach out  as well and let me know how I can best be of service to you.  

The 2nd District is home to some great tourism and recreational opportunities 
including Lexington’s birthplace - Historic McConnell Springs; Town Branch 
Trail; Masterson Station Park; Legacy Trail; Coldstream Park; part of the Bour-
bon Trail; and the Distillery District.  

Starting with a new fiscal 2018 Budget of the Lexington-Fayette Urban County 
Government, I have the opportunity of being involved from start to finish 
throughout this year and advocate for 2nd District projects and improvements, 
when funds are available. Currently, I serve on the Planning & Public Safety 
Committee and General Government & Social Services Committees, and the 
Infill & Redevelopment Subcommittee Growth Strategy Workgroup.   

Check out all the activities and events taking place in the 2nd District and 
throughout Fayette County past, present and future in this October Newsletter 
issue #2. Be sure to email my office to be added to our Newsletter distribution 
list and follow me on my Facebook page.  
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Lexington opens Sprayground in Masterson Station 

Lexington opened its first permanent 
sprayground on September 18, 2017 in Master-
son Station Park and I had the pleasure of being 
there to enjoy the thrill of excitement on kids fac-
es along with Mayor Jim Gray, Police Chief  
Mark Barnard, Director of Parks & Recreation, 
Monica Conrad, members of the Masterson Sta-
tion Park Advisory Board and Neighborhood As-
sociation to mention as few.  
 

The new sprayground located by the new play-
ground, features over a dozen spray features, 
including a giant dump bucket and water can-
nons.  Open to all ages and free to the public, it 
will operate from 9 a.m. to dusk thru mid-
October when temperatures are above 70 de-
grees.  spraygrounds can stay open longer than 
the City’s pools, which usually close on Labor 
Day. 
 

This is the first of four permanent spraygrounds 
the city is planning.  In addition to Masterson, 
there will be spraygrounds at Jacobson, Douglas 
and Castlewood.  All three are expected to open 
next summer.  I was thriller to have the first 
sprayground open in Council District 2.  Before 
my time on this Council for the City of Lexington, 
the Mayor and Council have invested approxi-
mately $2.5 million since 2015 n pools, improv-
ing restrooms, providing shade, upgrading safety 
deatures and amenities including climbing walls, 
splash buckets and slides. The spraygrounds 
are a lower cost, maintenance alternative to 
pools, and parents and kids love them.   
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With a snip of a ribbon, Mayor Jim Gray, 
Kelly Baker, Lexington’s top state highway 
official, federal highway officials, legislators, 
councilmembers, including myself, and Uni-
versity of Kentucky and neighborhood rep-
resentatives opened up a mile-long stretch 
of roadway on at 3:30 pm on September 22, 
2017 that traffic engineers hope will ease 
traffic downtown, and improve access to the 
University of Kentucky campus and South 
Lexington.  

The new stretch of Oliver Lewis Way, running from Versailles Road to South Broadway, meets sev-
eral goals. “Traffic improvement, neighborhood support and affordable housing all work together to 
make this project a model for other cities,” Mayor Jim Gray said. “It has been challenging, but we’ve 
done it right.” 

Construction began in 2015 on this phase of Oliver Lewis Way, which begins at Versailles Road at 
High Street, and ends at South Broadway at Bolivar Street. Cost is $38.25 million. The project also 
included improvements to six side streets along the route.  

Although the need for the road had been recognized for many years as a way to improve traffic 
downtown, planners often delayed the project because they did not want to destroy what was 
known as the Davis Bottom Neighborhood.  Eventually, a plan emerged to protect the affordability 
of housing by establishing a Community Land Trust and redeveloping the entire area.  Redevelop-
ment plans included building affordable replacement housing for neighbors interested in remaining 
in the area, and increasing density by building additional homes. Qualifying buyers and renters 
must meet specific federal low-income limits. 

According to Barbara Navin, Executive Director of Lexington Community Land Trust, said, “The 
opening of this stretch of Oliver Lewis Way will show Lexington how historic Davis Bottom is trans-
forming into the new Davis Park neighborhood before our eyes. The new road is bringing with it 
quality affordable homes and a whole community the neighbors can be proud of.” Five affordable 
single-family houses and 14 affordable rental units have already been built, and more are planned.  
Once the project is completed, Davis Park will include over 100 permanently affordable homes. 

After a public naming contest in 2010, the street was named for Oliver Lewis, the African American 
jockey who won the first Kentucky Derby in 1875.  

The final phase of the project is call the Scott Street Connector. Although currently not funded, it 
would cross over South Broadway and tie into Nicholasville Road near Scott Street.  

Oliver Lewis Way opens to traffic  
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A 70-year Lexington tradition, interrupted by a devastating fire in January 2016, will be back in busi-
ness next week, as sales begin at the new Blue Grass Stockyards in Fayette County. Mayor Jim 
Gray, Councilmembers and members of the Blue Grass Stockyards family cut a ribbon to officially 
open the new facility today. 

“This is a proud day in our city,” Mayor Jim Gray said. “This $600-million-a-year business, with deep 
roots in our agricultural economy, is back, and will be open for business on Monday in a facility that 
sets new standards for the industry.” 

The 232,000-square-foot facility, located off I-75 near the Kentucky Horse Park includes 40,000 
square feet of office and retail space. There’s a Regional Marketplace at the Stockyards featuring 
over 20 businesses, including Bromagen Commodities, a broker; the Chop Shop, a local meat mar-
ket; a restaurant, clothing store and all kinds of services cattle farmers need. And there’s an exhibit 
space for everything from farm equipment to nutrition software. 

The 192,000-square-foot barn is state-of-the-art. “We’ve put an emphasis on minimal stress for the 
cattle, and humane handling. It is also designed to be efficient and easy for farmers to get in and 
unload their cattle,” Akers said. 

Mayor Gray said the business is very important to Lexington. “Blue Grass Stockyards is to cattle 
what Keeneland is to Thoroughbreds,” Gray said. “It is the biggest cattle market group east of the 
Mississippi River. Because of its sales volume, it effectively sets the cattle price structure for the en-
tire Eastern United States.” 

In 2015, approximately 106,000 animals were sold at the Lexington market, plus another 50,000 
sold on-line out of the Stockyards offices in Lexington. Farmers were paid approximately $200 mil-
lion for that livestock. Altogether, at its seven locations in Kentucky and through on-line sales, the 
market sells about $600 million in cattle each year. 

“Commerce Lexington is proud to participate in the grand opening event for the new Blue Grass 
Stockyards facility,” said Carla Blanton, Commerce Lexington Inc. Board Chair. “The Blue Grass 
Stockyards, and the creation of the Regional Marketplace, is a true attribute for our city.  Congratu-
lations to the Stockyards on your new home.”   
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Lexington and Louisville has been awarded $5 million over the next three years from the William 
R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust, to plan and design a civic  leadership fellowship program for young 
African-American males.  

The COACH Fellowship (Civic Outreach, Advocacy and Cooperative Hiring) is committed to engi-
neering resources for underserved African-American males (age 16-25), with focus to enhance 
personal civic awareness, and to empower the full potential of economic self-sufficiency.  In addi-
tion, COACH will help navigate the Fellow’s trajectory away from criminal and high-risk behavior by 
offering intervening tools of employable skill training, positive social engagement & interpersonal 
development.  

The initiative is built upon a partnership with Louisville Metro [Thrive Fellowship]; and Cities Unit-
ed, a national nonprofit committed to reducing violence.  This collaboration was formally activated 
with a joint planning session of community and programmatic leadership, from both Lexington and 
Louisville.  The session was held at Kentucky State University, prior to the Mayor’s Press Confer-
ence held on August 10, 2017.  

COACH Fellowship is designed for local government to resource non-traditional, unconventional, 
and grassroots community agents and 
projects, which often lack the formal or-
ganizational infrastructure to viably 
compete for traditional funding sources.   

COACH Fellowship - Ford takes the lead with grant 
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District Neighborhood Grants & Resources 
Fayette Economic Development Grant Application FY 2018—2019 

Lexington is now accepting applications for its second round of Economic Development Grant funding.  The 
grant’s purpose is to provide support to community businesses and agencies that offer workforce training 
and development services. 

Complete applications must be received by Monday, October 16, 2017.  All documents must be submitted 
electronically by no later than 5:00 p.m. 

A grant workshop will be held on September 25th from 10 a.m. -  12 p.m. in the Large Conference Room of 
the Northside Branch of the Lexington Public Library located at 1733 Russell Cave Rd, Lexington, KY.   

For more information including the application & grant guidelines,  

visit: www.lexingtonky.gov/economicdevelopment 

Corridor Match Grant (Leestown) 

LFUCG Corridor Commission 
Due date: September 29, 2017 
Website: http://www.lexingtonky.gov/index.aspx?page=2467 
Total Amount available in grant: $20,000 (will be divided amongst highest scoring applicants) 
 

This grant is for any physical improvement (planting, sidewalk, bench, wayfinding signs, etc.), activity to 
promote a general clean-up, or removal of street trees on the corridor named above. This is a 100% match 
grant.  In-kind donations match accepted.  There are no set amounts on the application, but $20,000 is 
available.  The selection criteria can be found on the website.  

Neighborhood Development Grant 

LFUCG Council 
Average Amount: $750 
Contact: Councilmember 
Due: On Going 
 

Projects must be for public good. Past projects have included neighborhood  beautification projects, neigh-
borhood parades and events, signage, and cost sharing projects. Neighborhoods or schools must be regis-
tered with the state and in good standing.  To make a request, please submit a request via email detailing 
the project and the total cost.  

Neighborhood Tree Grant 

The Tree Man 
Contact: Arborist Stacy Borden stacyiborden@gmail.com 
Website: http://thetreemanlexington.com/neighborhood-tree-planting 
Due: On-Going 
 

The Neighborhood Tree Planting Program brings affordable, quality trees to neighborhoods. Please take a 
moment to look at their website for more information on this new service. This service is available to individ-
uals, small groups and entire neighborhoods.  
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The Division of Planning partnered with UK once again this fall to explore place-making projects 
within Lexington. This unique opportunity had design students engaged in each Council district to 
address projects that are identified to promote connectivity within our neighborhoods.  

The UK Design students spent  a week in September coming up with projects that will help con-
nect people within all Council districts. They were then challenged to develop a $200 project idea 
that they could implement in one day...and do it! Most of these projects are temporary signs, chalk 
on sidewalks, or hosting a community visioning/outreach event. 

District 2 stood out as “Best Presentation” with Mural ideas to install in Thompson park long-term. 
The next step is soliciting from community feedback on ideas based on three mural designs creat-
ed for Thompson Park. The will then share the feedback they gather with us and the nearby 
church that is interested in continuing on with a clean-up idea.  Of course, there will be additional 
steps and approvals that must occur if they actually want to pursue a real mural project in the park.  

While all presentations were a success in many ways, the following were identified as standouts: 

Best Presentation: District 2- Thompson Park Mural Project 

Best Teamwork: District 8- Access to Gainesway Park 

Most Creative: District 3- Don’t Trash Where You Crash Campaign 

Most Ambitious & Achievable: District 12-  The Cycle- A Community Bike Crawl 

Some ideas were grand while others were small but impactful. Again, this was intended to be an 
idea generation project- and that it was! We hope each of you are able to take some nugget 
of info from the students’ work and utilize it to enhance your own neighborhoods. 

One class from Interior Design and one from Landscape Architecture will take the big ideas and 
implement a small scale $200 project in each district utilizing the donated funds. They will docu-
ment their work and present to the class. You are invited to join if you want to see what the stu-
dents have done. All work will be temporary in nature or community outreach to gather more data 
and plant seeds of the ideas within the community.  

Continuing throughout the semester, a small group of LA students will look at designing interven-
tions throughout Lexington- including a rural, suburban, and urban site. We will be sure to share 
with you their work later in the semester. Until then, keep on doing the great things you do to make 
Lexington a great place to be! 
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Below you will find a list of some of the work the 
Urban Forestry people in the Division of Envi-
ronmental Services have done in August in and 
around 2nd Council District. More than $80,000 
worth of trees, shrubs and perennials have 
been donated to the City by Shooting Star 
Nursery in Georgetown. Environmental Ser-
vices’ crews have spent much of August prepar-
ing and transferring the donated items to a new 
nursery at Hisle Park. The plants will be used in 
future LFUCG plantings. Plants are also availa-
ble to local non-profit organizations if they will 
be planted on public grounds. They have also 
removed fallen limbs and trees as needed from 
various city properties. Below are more projects 
from Environmental Services that pertain to 2nd 
Council District or are in close proximity to 2nd 
District that may be of interest to you.  

Environmental Services’ naturalization tree crew has been busy: 

 Managing natural spaces 

 Keeping newly installed pollinator beds healthy 

 Have been managing planting beds on city properties.   

 Removed honeysuckle in the greenways located at Crimson King and Coldstream Court 

 Removed a dead elm tree from Slashes 

 Managed planting beds on Latrobe Court for weeds and tree health   
 

Environmental Services’ landscape/maintenance crew has been busy this summer mowing and 
weeding of in-house median areas. They also: 

 Assisted the horticultural crew with weed control in the Man ‘O War and Newtown Pike Beautification 
Beds  

 Removed Honeysuckle on Manchester Street 

 Removed an old fence line and performed maintenance work at the Fire Training Center on Old Frank-
fort Pike. 

 

Environmental Services’ horticultural crew performed maintenance work: 

 On the Beautification Bed on Newtown Pike at  I75 

 On the Beautification Bed on Man’ O War at the Airport (Photos are available) 

 On the newly established V-shaped bed at the intersection of Versailles Rd at Maxwell Street 

 On the newly installed Fern Corner (Photos are available) 

 On the Beautification Bed at Liberty Road and Henry Clay Avenue 
 

If you would like more information on any part of the list, please feel free to contact City Arborist, 
Heather Wilson at (859) 270-9694 or email her at hwilson@lexingtonky.gov.  
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PARKS & RECREATION PROJECTS...UPDATE 
 Name 
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Below are the funded, Parks & Recreation capital project updates for the 2nd Council 
District.  We are excited about all the projects and wish to highlight a few on the road 
to completion this month.  
 

Masterson Station sprayground is in the final stages of construction! One of the final 
items to be added is a paved trail from the adjacent neighborhood to the playground / 
sprayground area so neighbors can ride bikes, push strollers, etc. to enjoy these new 
amenities.   
 

The trail section is a part of a larger perimeter trail planned at Masterson Station and 
the Neighborhood Association members were included in the design many years ago. 
Public Safety Standards for multi-use trails are required to be 10 feet wide minimum 
and 12 feet wide is preferred. This is so two travelers (2 bikes, 1 bike/1 stroller, 1 
bike / 1 pedestrian, etc.) can pass each other without risk of injury.  
 
Highlands trail 
Project Manager: Brad Biliter 
            Budget: $187,000 
            Status: Design 
Highlands trail 
Project Manager: Brad Biliter 
            Budget: $130,000 
            Status: Complete 
Masterson Hills Trail                 
Project Manager: Justin Carey  
            Budget: $75,000 
            Status: Preconstruction meeting to be scheduled 
            Notes: Scheduled to early September 
Masterson Hills Basketball court            
Project Manager: Justin Carey 
            Budget: $75,000 
            Status: Preconstruction meeting to be scheduled 
            Notes: Scheduled to early September 
Masterson Trail                 
Project Manager: Justin Carey 
            Budget: $101,500 
            Status: Construction on going 
            Notes: Substantial Completion target Labor Day  
Trailwood Trail Connector              
Project Manager: Michael Johnson 
            Budget: $83,500 
            Status: Preconstruction meeting to be scheduled 
            Notes: Scheduled to early September 
Masterson Entrance                 
Project Manager: Justin Carey 
            Budget: $26,000  
            Status: Complete 
Masterson Fairgrounds Electric work                
Project Manager: Anthony Kelly 
            Budget: $60,000 
            Status: Complete  
Kearney Retention Wall 
Project Manager: Anthony Williams  
               Budget: $328,030. 
               Status: On going 
               Notes: Resuming construction first of October 
Douglass Pool Improvements 
Project Manager: Michael Johnson / Michelle Kosieniak 
              Status: Final revisions to construction documents 
              Notes: Bid first of September 
Masterson Spray ground 
Project Manager: Justin Carey 
              Status: Completed 
              Notes: Ribbon Cutting on Sept. 13, 2017 at 1:30 pm  
Parks Master Plan 
Project Manager: Suzanne Leibee/ Michael Johnson / Michelle Kosieniak  
              Budget: $250,00 
              Status: The engagement phase is competed and data is being analyzed.  
                          The findings will be presented to the Master Plan Steering Committee  
                           and to the Parks Advisory Board on Wednesday, August 23.  
                           Public Input highlights will be sent to Council in the upcoming weeks. 



Lexington Police Officer Working On Extreme Home 
Makeover for Struggling Family in 2nd District 
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Officer Ryan Holland is working to gather donations and supplies for a home makeover in the 2nd Council District. A Go
-Fund-Me Facebook page, started by Officer Holland says that he’s planning to renovate the house on De Porres Ave-
nue of Melody Clark and her family. Melody has served others by visiting sick children at local hospitals, delivering free 
lunches in her neighborhood and teaching Sunday school at her church for many years.  She has also faced a number 
of challenges including separating from her husband and her daughter suffering from a rare eye disorder. According to 
the Go-Fund-Me page, her daughter and grandchildren have moved back in with her to escape abuse. Officer Holland 
writes in the letter below WHY he chose to help this family directly.   

As of the end of September, the garage has a new roof minus shingles, which will be completed next week.  $7,525 
have been raised through the Go-Fund-Me and donations.  All contractors are meeting Monday, Sept. 11, 2017 at noon 
to walk through the final planning and compile a material list. Tempur/Sealy has donated new mattresses 
($3500).  Godsend Roofing will put a new roof on garage and house for free ($15K value).  84 Lumber has donated all 
of the lumber for roof repairs ($1500.00 so far.)  ABC supplies has donated all of the shingles ($1500.00).  Lumber Liq-
uidators is in the process of donating flooring for the entire home ($1800 value).  A new basketball goal and basketballs 
were donated by Officer Bobbie White and Shaquille O’Neal founders of the Basketball Cop Foundation located in 
Gainesville, Florida.  Lowes is donating $2500 worth of materials for the project as well as sending employees to as-
sist.  Henry Clay Varsity Soccer team has requested to assist in the project.  Valspar has donated all of the paint for the 
project.  ProPainting is a professional painting company that is donating all the labor to paint the entire house inside and 
out ($9K value).  Kroger is having a fundraiser is collect the items on the wish list I have provided.  It will be a two day 
event including all Kroger stores in Lexington, Winchester, and Richmond. 

Monday at noon, we have a final planning meeting with all of the contractors at the house to compile a material list and 
schedule the makeover.  We plan on making completing this project in one week just like the television show on ABC.  I 
am still trying to raise about $10,000 for the project in the next few weeks.  I have a few donors that are waiting for me 
to find a non-profit that I can work with that they can donate to. 

Lexington Police Officer Working on Extreme Home 
Makeover for Struggling Family in the 2nd District (cont’d) 

Black/Silver Small Appliances: Toaster, Can Opener, Tea Pot, Blend-
er, toaster oven, crock pot, pots and pans, cooking utensils, silver-
ware, glassware, platers, keurig 

Large flat (55” of  larger)screen television and mount for den to been 
mounted over fire place. 

Square kitchen table that seats (6) preferably w/ benches and 2 chairs 
instead of 6 chairs 

Towels 

Living room furniture, there is currently none. 

Queen Size bed, we have a new mattress and box spring, but it is just 
on a metal frame. 

Large shoe rack or cubby that will be utilized by mom and daughter 
who share a room 

Laundry baskets (3) 

WANT TO HELP! Here are some ways you can still help:  

(2) Hamper 

Cleaning supplies, mop, broom, etc. 

Shower Curtain for full and half size showers. (khaki color paint color 
walls) 

Shower liner/ Shower hooks/rings/Shower rod (1 full/1 half) 

Oven Mits 

Cups/Glassware 

Tub Mat 

Trash can for bathrooms and Kitchen 

Laundry Detergent/Dryer sheets 

Hangers 

Iron/ Ironing board 

Black Refrigerator Lowes Item # 730693/ Pieratt’s has the same one 
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ROAD PROJECTS: 

Design to widen Newtown Pike from New Cir-
cle Road to I-75 is substantially complete with 
plans to begin a first phase of construction from  
Marriott/Griffin Gate to I-75 in 2017 or 2018.  
The overall project includes bicycle & pedestri-
an facilities.  

Newtown Pike Widening 

Oliver Lewis Way (Newtown Pike Extension) 

Road construction and redevelopment efforts 
continue for the South End Park area along Oli-
ver Lewis Way from Versailles Road to Broad-
way.  Engineering design is underway to extend 
the roadway from S. Broadway to Limestone. 

Fourth St. Corridor Improvements 

BIKE-PEDESTRIAN PROJECTS: 

This project includes bicycle and pedestrian im-
provements from Jefferson Street to Upper 
Street. The project is currently under design 
with plans for construction in 2017 

Bicycle Signage, Stripping and Markings Projects 

Various projects to install bike lanes, shared 
lane markings (sharrows) and signage to raise 
awareness of the presence of bicyclists on road-
ways, to encourage safe passing behaviors and 
proper positioning of bicyclists within the road-
way (away from parked cars, in center of narrow 
lane, etc.). Bike lanes are striped to improve 
connectivity and where roadway width allows. 
Sharrows may be placed where road width is 
limited, connectivity is needed and bicycle traffic 
is present. “Share the Road” signs are placed 
along rural roads to alert motorists that they may 
encounter bicyclists on popular rural cycling 
routes.  

TRAIL PROJECTS: 

Citation Trail 

Engineering design will begin in 2017 for ap-
proximately 3800 feet of a 12’ wide shared use 
trail from the existing bike lanes and sidewalks 
on Citation Boulevard through the Mable Lane 
Greenway, continuing to Masterson Hills Park 
to Jacquelyn Drive.  

W. Third 3rd Street & Newtown Pike 

Between September 11th thru September 15th 
there will be some manhole repair and replace-
ment work in the area of 275 Newtown Pike, 
which is right about where the Tire Repair Store 
is located. Some disruption of normal traffic will 
occur with probably one lane closed during the 
week. Signage will be posted.  

SANITARY SEWER PROJECTS: 

Street Paving Projects 
 2nd District Streets in Need of Repair 

It’s that time again to submit your street paving 
request to your Council Member for FY18 
Budget , while funds are available.  If you 
know of  streets in your neighborhood that are 
in poor condition; perhaps there is a need to 
repair pot-holes or the road needs to be re-
surfaces, please indicate in an email to my of-
fice what section or intersection needs to be 
considered for paving or repair.   

2nd DISTRICT PROJECTS:  
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CONGRATULATIONS to 
the Meadowthorpe Laundromat 
for receiving a Bronze Recogni-
tion during the Green Check 
Ceremony!  

The City’s Environmental Quali-
ty and Public Works recognized 
the 2017 Green Check busi-
nesses at 3:30 pm on Thurs-
day, September 28th at 
Klausing Group on Cahill Road.  

The Green Check is a free cer-
tification program that recogniz-
es Lexington businesses for their green initiatives and helps them expand their sustainability ef-
forts.  This year, they adding a series of short seminars to the program that allows Green Check 
businesses to share their successes and best practices with other leaders of Lexington businesses 
and organizations.  

The recognition ceremony was open to the public. They especially want to reach out to those who 
own or manage Lexington businesses this wonderful opportunity for leaders to learn about the 
Green Check program and decide if they would like to participate.   

Applications for the 2018 program are available online at www.lexingtonky.gov/GreenCheck 
through October 27th. Learn how you can get involved with this free program. Sustainability tips, 
strategies and resources are available to all Lexington businesses online, and will be shared 
through lunch and learns and other short workshops in 2018.   

Green Check businesses include:  

 Klausing Group, Silver  

 Living Arts and Science Center, Bronze  

 Broomwagon, Bronze  

 Meadowthorpe Laundromat, Bronze  

 Integrity IT, Member  

 Post Time Studios, Member  

 Wrap Me Day Spa, Member  

 Crank & Boom, Member  
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History to Chew On 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 | 6 – 8 p.m. | McConnell Springs 
Cost: Free 
Information: 225– 4073 
 
Learn about the Cholera Epidemic of 1833 from speaker Terry Foody at the History to Chew On 
series. Refreshments are provided, but guests are encouraged to bring a bag dinner. 

Story Walk 
Wednesday, Oct. 11, 11 a.m. | Sunday, Oct. 29, 2 p.m. | McConnell Springs 
Cost: Free 
Information: 225–4073 
 
Combine the fun of a good book with a nature walk at McConnell Springs and you’ve got yourself 
a Story Walk! Join park staff as we explore the trails and look for the next page of the story. This 
program is intended for children ages 0 – 5 years old, but everyone is welcome. 

Little Goblins Galore 
Saturday, Oct. 14 | 1 – 5 p.m. | McConnell Springs 
Cost: Children 12 & under, $5 | Adults, Free 
Information: 288–2925 
 
Youth ages 12 and under can enjoy the Halloween season with fewer scares at Little Goblins Ga-
lore as this family event features an enchanted character trail, festive decorations, a happy haunted 
house, petting zoo and special entertainment. Children are encouraged to wear Halloween cos-
tumes. Food and soft drinks will be available to buy.  

Weekend Workout 
Saturday, Oct. 28 | 10 a.m. | McConnell Springs 
Cost: Free 
Information: 225–4073 
 
Volunteer your time and get some exercise at Weekend Workout! Give back to the community by 
helping clean the park and help maintain the trails. All tools and supplies will be provided. Please 
dress appropriately for being outside.  

Halloween Variety Show 
Sunday, Oct. 29 | 6:30 p.m. | Robert F. Stephens Courthouse Plaza 
Thriller and Halloween Parade 
Sunday, Oct. 29 | 8 p.m. | Downtown Lexington 
Cost: Free 
Information: 288–2925 
 

Michael Jackson’s groundbreaking video first aired more than 30 years ago. Today, zombies and 
the undead still come together in downtown Lexington to recreate Thriller. The evening kicks off 
with a dance showcase at the Robert F. Stephens Courthouse Plaza. Before Thriller, there will be a 
Halloween parade featuring ghosts, ghouls, superheroes, villains and costumed characters of all 
kinds. Both the parade and Thriller re-enactment will go down Main Street. Lexington Parks & Rec-
reation, Mecca Live and WRFL 88.1 FM present this Top 10 Halloween destination, as named by 
USA Today. 

PARKS & RECREATION ACTIVITIES & Events: 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: 

 Name 

Awareness Month! 
 

Every October businesses and community members across the country participate in prevention and awareness activities in honor of Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month. This year, Lexington is launching the     Together We Can campaign to emphasize the vital role community involvement 
plays in solving this complex issue.  
 

During the Week of Action, October 15—21, we are asking individuals and local businesses to implement fun, low-cost ways to visually identify them-
selves as allies of domestic violence survivors. By doing so, you will help raise awareness and bring hope to survivors and their children. 
 

Our goal is to “Paint Lex Purple” during the Week of Action. Purple is the nationally designated color to visually represent support for domestic vio-
lence awareness. By incorporating purple into a display, your messaging, and/or products, you will be a part of showing that Lexington is a communi-
ty united in support of survivors and will no longer tolerate domestic violence.  
 

It is within our power to stop domestic violence, but doing so will take all of us working together. 
 

See our online toolkit and find more ideas at www.lexingtonky.gov/dvpb 
  

FUN WAYS TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR SURVIVORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
  

 PUT UP POSTERS: Print our “I Believe You” posters (8.5 x 11) and hang them in highly visible 
places, such as windows, bathroom stalls, and bulletin boards at your place of work. 

 CREATE A DISPLAY: Decorate the entrance, counter, or window of your business or organiza-
tion with purple paper, bunting, balloons, streamers, purple pumpkins, etc. 

 WEAR PURPLE: Coordinate with coworkers/friends/volunteers to show visual support by wear-
ing purple (purple clothes, purple fake tattoos, purple nail police, etc.). Take a photo and share it 
on social media using #LexStopDV. National Wear Purple Thursday is October 20, 2017. 

 CHANGE YOUR PROFILE PIC: Make your Facebook or Twitter profile picture purple by 
using our Twibbon or our Together We Can profile pic 

 SHARE ON SOCIAL MEDIA: Post our Together We Can graphics on your personal, business, 
and/or organizational social media page expressing your commitment to supporting survivors. 
Use #LexStopDV 

 TAKE A SELFIE: Take a selfie holding one of our selfie signs and let Lexington know why you 
are supporting survivors. Post to social media using #LexStopDV 

 PUT IT ON PACKAGING: Place stickers in visible places and on product packaging (ex. Coffee 
shop places Together We Can stickers on drinks served in October). Download and print our 
stickers  formatted to Avery Labels 

 MAKE IT PURPLE: Dye products purple to show your support for survivors (Examples: drinks, donuts, cupcakes, etc.) 

 FOLLOW DVPB: Follow LexStopDV on Facebook and Twitter. Share, like, and comment on the Together We Can posts throughout the month 
of October. 
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Save the date for October 13th from 4:00-6:00pm! We 

invite you to join your Lexington Humane Society in cele-

brating 10 years in our Adoptions Center. Mingle with 

friends, business leaders, and animal lovers while also vis-

iting with LHS animals, enjoying beverages, hors d'oeuvres, 

Purse-a-palooza silent auction, and more. Take a guided 

tour through our brand new Nancy T. Barron II Habicattery 

and Medical Reception, with tours beginning at 4:30pm. We 

want you to share in all of 

our successes through the last 10 years! 
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Fire Prevention Festival at Masterson Station Park  

Great fun and great weather at the Fire Prevention Festival event held on Sunday, October 1st at 
Masterson Station Park. I had the pleasure of bringing my grandson to participate in all the fun  
activities, fire demonstrations, food, games and much more kids and adults, alike got to enjoy. 
Thanks to the Lexington Fire Department and Parks & Recreation for making this event so       
successful.   



West Nile virus confirmed in city; health department to spray for mosquitoes 
 

The Lexington-Fayette County Health Department has confirmed a case of West Nile virus in a Lexington 
resident. West Nile virus infection is an illness spread through the bite of an infected mosquito. The virus is 
known to be present in mosquito populations in Kentucky.  
 
In most instances, people infected with the West Nile virus either show no symptoms or relatively mild symp-
toms, including fever, headache, tiredness, nausea, vomiting, swollen lymph glands and a rash on the chest, 
stomach or back. However, less than one percent of infected people develop a serious neurologic illness, 
such as encephalitis or meningitis. Serious illness can occur in people of any age, but people over the age of 
60 are at the greatest risk for severe disease. People with certain medical conditions, such as cancer, diabe-
tes, hypertension and kidney disease, are also at greater risk for serious illness. 
 
To help control mosquitoes, the Lexington-Fayette County Health Department will conduct mosquito-
spraying activities in the pre-dawn hours Thursday morning in parts of the following ZIP codes: 40502, 
40505, 40507 and 40508. 
 
For spraying to be held, the wind speed must be less than 10 mph, the temperature must be greater than 
55o F and there can be no rain or dense fog. The health department uses Duet, an EPA-approved agent that 
features a component that stimulates resting mosquitoes in trees and foliage, causing them to fly into the air 
and come into contact with the spray’s mosquito-killing agent, sumithrin. Duet has been rigorously tested for 
human and animal safety and is registered for outdoor residential and recreational areas.  
 
Lexington residents can also take steps at home to fight mosquitoes: 

Mosquito-proof your home and yard. Fix or install window and door screens. Mosquitoes lay their 
eggs in standing water. Cover or eliminate empty containers with standing water. Limit the number of 
places around your home for mosquitoes to breed by getting rid of items such as tires, buckets, bar-
rels and cans. Refresh the water in your pet’s water dishes and birdbaths at least every five to seven 
days. 

Be aware of peak mosquito activity times. The twilight hours around dusk and dawn are times of 
peak mosquito activity. Use insect repellent when outdoors especially during peak activity times, in-
cluding early morning hours. Look for EPA-labeled repellents containing active ingredients, such as 
DEET, Picaridin (KBR3023) or oil of lemon eucalyptus (p-menthane 3,8-diol). Apply repellent accord-
ing to label instructions. When weather permits, wear long sleeves, long pants and socks outdoors. 
Mosquitoes can bite through thin clothing, so spraying clothes with repellent containing permethrin or 
another EPA-registered repellent helps prevent bites. 

 
The Lexington-Fayette County Health Department also conducts surveys in neighborhoods around Lexing-
ton to identify standing water problems that can serve as a location for mosquitoes to lay their eggs. Elimina-
tion of standing water is the ultimate goal, but in areas where standing water cannot be eliminated the water 
can be treated to kill mosquito larvae with a chemical called a larvicide. The mosquito spray used by the 
health department only affects adult mosquitoes that are in the air at the time of spraying. 
 
To report a standing water problem in your neighborhood, please call the health department’s Environmental 
Health section at (859) 231-9791. For additional information, like the Lexington-Fayette County Health De-
partment on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LFCHD, or follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/LFCHD and In-
stagram at @lexpublichealth. 
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Yard waste collected by Lexington’s Division of Waste Management during the past several 
months is now mulch. A portion of that material will be given away for free to Lexington residents 
on Saturday, October 7 at 1631 Old Frankfort Pike.   

The mulch will be available for pick up from 8 a.m. until noon, or while supplies last. Residents 
should not arrive before 8 a.m. The mulch will be available on a first-come, first-serve basis, and 
is limited to one pickup truck load per person. There will be a self-load area for those picking up 
smaller amounts of mulch. It is recommended that self-loading vehicles pack buckets, bags and a 
shovel to ensure a quick, easy loading process. 

Lexington mulched more than 36,500 tons through its yard waste program in 2016, up from 
33,500 tons in 2015. 

“We are happy to offer both the yard waste service and the free mulch days to citizens, which pro-
vides opportunities to reuse a material in gardens and yards that would otherwise be sent to the 
landfill,” said Tracey Thurman, Director of the Division of Waste Management. 

The event entrance can be accessed via Jimmie Campbell Drive. Please look for posted signage 
that will direct you through the event site. For more information, visit www.LexingtonKY.gov/
LiveGreen or call LexCall 311 at (859) 425-2255. 

Keep up with the Department of Environmental Quality and Public Works  
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/LiveGreenLex  

on Twitter at www.twitter.com/LiveGreenLex 

and on Instagram at www.instagram/LiveGreenLex 
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MULCH GIVEAWAY—October 7th  

Photo Gallery of Activities              Stay Connected on Facebook 

September 9th - Roots & Heritage Parade 

September 6th - New Fire Training Tower 

September 15th - Festival Latino de Lexington 

August 4th - Lexington Bluegrass Area MBE 




