
 

 
 

 
 

Lexington Police Department 
Lexington, Kentucky 

GENERAL ORDER 
BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE 

 G.O. 2015-09  Needle Exchange Program 
Rescinds: NA   References:  CALEA Chapter(s)  

 Effective Date: 10/01/15 Distribution Code: B All Department Employees 

 Originally Issued: 2015  

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for policing functions related to the Lexington-
Fayette County Health Department’s Needle Exchange Program.    

II. POLICY 

It is the policy of the Lexington Police Department to share the Lexington-Fayette Urban County 
Council’s concern about the drug and heroin epidemic and the risks connected with intravenous drug 
use in our community. The department will ensure that participants in the Needle Exchange Program 
are able to participate freely in this program as designed and within the context of the law.    

III. PROCEDURES 

The below guidelines are not intended to deter officers from performing narcotics investigations and 
other enforcement activities. They are intended to distinguish lawful conduct from that which was 
traditionally unlawful, and to permit the Needle Exchange Program to function in accordance with 
law and regulation, without fear of unnecessary interference or surveillance by law enforcement.  

Officers need to be considerate of the balance of protecting and patrolling areas within their 
beat/assignment against excessive patrols of the Needle Exchange Program location(s).  

 A. Objectives of the Lexington-Fayette County Health Department Needle Exchange 
 Program: 

  1. Prevent the spread of hepatitis B, hepatitis C and HIV among IV drug users and to 
  the general population as sexually transmitted diseases 

  2. Accept referrals for needle exchange and disease counseling from police,  
  emergency medical services and others and  

  3. Assist in referring patients for treatment of their addiction, hepatitis or HIV 

 B. Each participant will be assigned a unique identification number and card by the health 
 department in order to collect data important to monitoring the program and conducting 
 disease surveillance. 

 C. Participants are not required by state or local law to carry any identification card that 
 indicates they participate in the program. Officers will not ask for consent or demand to see 
 any card or other indicator of program participation.  
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 D. Officer Responsibilities 

  1. Officers who encounter participants of the Needle Exchange Program at a  
  designated needle exchange location should adhere to the following guidelines: 

   a. Do not investigate, arrest, or detain participants or seize property solely  
   pursuant to a violation of state drug paraphernalia laws when such violations 
   are an immediate result of participation in the health department’s Needle  
   Exchange Program.  

   b. Do not target or conduct observation activity at Needle Exchange Program 
   locations for the sole purpose of identifying, detaining or arresting persons for 
   narcotic-related offenses. 

   c. Any planned law enforcement operation impacting a Needle Exchange  
   Program location requires a bureau Assistant Chief’s review and approval  
   prior to the operation. 

   d. Officers who receive a call for service related to the distribution activities at 
   a health department-sponsored Needle Exchange Program location should  
   immediately request a supervisor to respond to the scene. In addition,  
   officers should attempt to mediate the situation consistent with the intent of 
   the Urban County Council’s Resolution #405-2015 (see Appendix) to the  
   satisfaction of all involved parties.   

  2. Officers should refer to KRS 218A.500 “Definitions for KRS 218A.500 and  
  218A.510--Unlawful practices--Substance abuse treatment outreach program-- 
  Informing peace officer about presence of needles or other sharp objects before  
  search--Penalties” for  additional information.  

  3. A person will not, at any time, be charged with or prosecuted for possession of a 
  controlled substance for residual or trace drug amounts present in syringe(s) or  
  on needle(s).  

  4. A person will not be charged with or prosecuted for possession of drug   
  paraphernalia for possession of one or more clean hypodermic syringes/needles,  
  unless extenuating circumstances exist. 

 E. Officer Safety  

  1. All needles should be considered contaminated.    

  2. Officers should never recap, bend, break or remove a needle from a disposable  
  syringe or otherwise manipulate the needle by hand.  

 F. Supervisor Responsibilities 

  1. Supervisors should monitor calls for service related to the Needle Exchange  
  Program location(s) and assist officers in mediating incidents that arise from  
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  complaints involving program location(s).  

   Note: The Appendix begins below. 

 

APPENDIX 

Lexington-Fayette Urban County Council Resolution No. 405-2015 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND GRANTING CONSENT FOR THE CREATION OF A 
HYPODERMIC NEEDLE AND SYRINGE EXCHANGE PROGRAM BY THE LEXINGTON-
FAYETTE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 

WHEREAS, the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Council is greatly concerned about the drug and 
heroin epidemic and the risks connected with intravenous drug use in our community; and 

WHEREAS, studies indicate that the lack of sterile needles available on the streets and the existence 
of laws restricting needle availability promote needle sharing, and consequently the spread of HIV 
and hepatitis C among injection drug users. The sharing of contaminated needles is the primary 
means of HIV and hepatitis C transmission within the injection drug user population; and 

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2015, the Kentucky General assembly enacted legislation that included 
giving municipalities the authority to operate a substance abuse treatment outreach program that 
includes a needles and syringes exchange component, through the local health department; and 

WHEREAS, the amendment of KRS 218.500(5)(b) requires that the Lexington-Fayette Urban 
County Council give consent for the operation and/or management of a hypodermic needle and 
syringe exchange program; and 

WHEREAS, the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Council believes that a hypodermic needle and 
syringe exchange program would greatly decrease the risk of spreading infectious diseases through 
the availability of clean hypodermic needles and syringes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE LEXINGTON-FAYETTE 
URBAN COUNTY GOVERNMENT: 

Section 1- That the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Council hereby authorizes and grants consent 
to the Lexington-Fayette County Health Department to create and operate a substance abuse 
treatment outreach program that allows participants to exchange hypodermic needles and syringes. 

Section 2- That this Resolution shall become effective on the date of its passage. 

PASSED URBAN COUNTY COUNCIL: July 2, 2015 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


