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Design Review Officer Report – February 19, 2014
Applicant: 



Case No. 1-2014 – Mike Childers, Builder, and Rick and Leigh Ann Scalf, Owners
Addresses:



135 W. Main Street
Scope of Work:


To completely renovate the rear of the building; add a concrete pad behind the building; repair stucco and paint on the side of building; and remove a door on the side of building.
Specific changes:

1. Removal of deteriorated iron fire escape.

2. Remove 3 structures from the rear of the building main floor.

3. Perform maintenance to the west building side using same material and existing building color.

4. Addition of one concrete parking pad.

5. Change 2 existing doors to windows on the rear of the building.

6. Remove 1 door on the west side of the building and fill in with masonry material.

7. Replace all existing windows (8 total) on the back of the building with black vinyl single hung replacement windows.

8. Redo overhead electrical service to separate meters for each 3 floors.

Purpose of Work:

To renovate the rear of the building so as to improve the aesthetics for the people who work, visit and reside in downtown Lexington.  There is an open parking lot to the rear of the building, so the structure is easily viewed from Short Street.
Background:
Applicant applied for an Authorization Permit on January 22, 2014, to completely renovate the rear of the building; repair stucco and paint on the side of the building; and add a concrete pad behind the building.
Findings:
The application complies with the following Themes, Goals and Objectives from the Comprehensive Plan for the Design Guidelines: 
Theme 1:  Enabling the creation, growth and retention of jobs that promote a strong, progressive economy.

Theme 2:  Promoting the downtown as a regional commercial, office, government, residential and cultural center focal point within the Bluegrass region.

Goal IV:  Ensure the vitality of the downtown.

Objective A: Promote and expand the role of the Downtown area as a logical community location of major regional business, commerce, government administration, cultural and recreational activities and entertainment.

Objective D: Formulate a realistic plan for the future of the downtown, and foster public-private efforts to maintain, rehabilitate and redevelop downtown.

Goal X: Protect and preserve Fayette County’s significant historic and cultural heritage.

Objective B: Encourage renovation, development and maintenance of historic residential and commercial structures.

The authorization permit complies with the following basic principles of Design of the Courthouse Area:

Principle 1: Maintain a clear definition of the street edge.

Principle 2: Enhance the street level as an inviting place for pedestrians.

Principle 3: Relate to traditional buildings in the area.

The authorization permit complies with the following Design Guidelines:
2.1 Maintain the alignment of buildings at the sidewalk edge.

2.2 Orient the primary entrance of a building toward the street.

2.9 Materials should appear similar to those used historically.
2.13 Building entrances should appear similar to those used historically.

2.14 Locate primary building entrance to face the street.

2.22 Minimize the visual impact of mechanical equipment on the public way.

3.1 Preserve character-defining features that are intact.
3.7 Avoid alterations that damage historic features.
4.1 Locate a parking facility, particularly a surface lot, in the interior of a block, whenever possible.
Recommendation:  

Approval for an Authorization Permit to renovate the rear of the building; add a concrete pad behind the building; repair stucco and paint on the side of building; and remove a door on the side of building and fill it in with masonry materials.[image: image1][image: image2.png]
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