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What Is Graffiti?

•  Graffiti is defined as any drawing, artwork,
writing, symbol, etc. that has been added 
to  a  structure  by  someone without  the 
permission of the owner.  It can be ex-
ecuted with the use of markers, spray 
paint, scratching tools, post-
ers, stickers, flyers, etc.

•  Graffiti is always a communication; sometimes 
it’s  just  a  personal  expression,  sometimes  it  is 
gang members communicating with each other 
or rivals.

Why Is Graffiti Removal
So Important?

 Left uncontrolled, graffiti could undo millions 
of dollars  in  investment and years of marketing
efforts.

  Maintaining  the  best  possible  image  is
important  to  everyone  who  has  a  stake  in
Lexington.  Whether the graffiti  is a random act 
of  vandalism,  a  social message,  or  gang  com-
munications, it cannot be tolerated.

  If  allowed  to  remain  in  place,  graffiti  will
invite  even more  graffiti,  send  a message  to
Lexington visitors that no one really cares about 
how the city looks, and may give a nod to gangs 
that we will  allow  them  to  conduct  their  affairs 
here.
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Before Removing
The Division of Police is interested in 
photographing graffiti that may be gang 

communications.  In 
most cases this type of 
communication is symbolic 
rather than literal.  If you 
believe your graffiti could be 
gang related, call the police 
so that photos can be taken.

•  Adopt a policy of removing 
all graffiti within 24 hours of its 
appearance.  Communicate this 
policy to all those responsible for 
building maintenance.

• Always start with the most gentle methods 
first.  Soap, hot water and a soft brush can be 
very effective on some types of markings.

•  Do a test patch first to prevent damaging the 
building and to test the effectiveness of the 
method.

•  Keep a supply of the same 
batch number of exterior 
paints for painted surfaces.  
When painting over graffiti, 
paint an area larger than 
the graffiti so you do 
not send the vandals’ 
message in fresh paint.

•  Commercial chemical 
products are available 
at paint and cleaning supply vendors.  Always 
use caution when using chemical removers to 
protect people and the building surface against 
harm.

Protect Against More Graffiti

  Quick removal of graffiti sends  the  following 
message:  “We will not tolerate vandalism.  You 
cannot successfully leave your message on this 
property.”

  Make sure that all exterior surfaces are well 
lighted.

  For safety as well as cleanliness, install gates, 
walls, doors, etc. as needed to eliminate recessed 
building areas that make good hiding places and 
privacy for vandals.

  Protective  coatings  are  available.   Caution 
should be used before applying these to stone, 
marble or granite materials.

  Always consult a professional 
before applying a sealer or 
graffiti  barrier.    Some  sealers 
interfere with normal water vapor 
transmission  and  can  cause 
structural damage.

  Polishing of unpolished stone 
surfaces should be considered.  
Polishing eliminates pores in the stone and helps 
make graffiti and dirt removal easier.

•  Mechanical methods  can  be  employed  for 
stubborn  graffiti.   These  include  sandblasting, 
pressure  washing  with  water,  and  steam 
cleaning.  Sandblasting of historical buildings is 
not  recommended and will  cause denial  of  the 
reinvestment tax credit.

•  No matter what methods used,  always  clean 
an area larger than the graffiti; do not follow the 
vandals’ markings.    Following  the markings  or 
words simply removes the vandals’ materials but 
leaves the message.

Report Graffiti
on Public Property

•  If you spot graffiti, whether it’s a name, symbol, 
or even “Trust Jesus” on any public property, light 
pole, bus stop, etc. call Lexcall at “311”.  We will 
make sure the responsible agency is notified and 
follow up until the graffiti is removed.

•  If you have access to the Internet, check out this 
address on the World Wide Web:

http://www.ccnet.com/~dougs/pgraf.html

•  In  addition  to  describing  cleaning methods 
and supplies,  this site contains anti-graffiti FAQ 
(frequently  asked questions)  and  links  to  other 
graffiti-related pages.  If you do not have access 
to the Web and are having problems with graffiti, 
call  the  LFUCG-Division  of Police  and we  can 
work with you to obtain the information you need 
to  remove  the graffiti  and discourage  its  recur-
rence.  Remember - graffiti is not art.  Graffiti is 
vandalism.  Graffiti is a crime.

 The purpose of this brochure is to raise 
the property owner’s awareness of the
importance of the prompt removal of graffiti 
and to offer some simple solutions to that
removal.  The LFUCG-Division of Police 
does not have all the answers; in some 
cases a building material specialist should 
be consulted before any removal activ-
ity causes damage to expensive granites, 
marbles, etc.
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